FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS

TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

VERVIERS, LE. ...y . e
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Lninelm'd. J‘nmry Igzj

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My deayr Wr. ¥ ORD,

I beg to confinﬁ wy previous letter and
am very plessed to let you ¥now that your birds are leaving Antwerp on the
T0th. inst, by the Red Star Line s/s. Nopieriaa. ‘

In liem of the young cock 2516029/22 whieh I tokhd you I should send,
I am sending you his brother, ring 2516037/22 dark, which you will be able
to mate to the big hen which you have, and I feel certain that you will get
some good youngsters off that pair. Being a late-bred youngster, he never
has been mated yet. 2

As I told you before, if I have quoted you 550 dollars for the two
pairs, it is because I was certain to give yow your money's worth, and you
will be able to Judge when you get t_hene;!four birds, as T leave the price
for you to decide about. . -

As T usually do, I shall sell my surplus stock at the end of this
year to lr, Shaw, in bulk,.but. I just now think that itdk-might interest
you to have some IO or I5 pairs of that 'surplua. young and old birds mixed,
in which case I should let you have same at the rate of frs. 50'0 per pair
loco. You may think this over, and before September let me know what you
may have decided with regards to this.Of course, I just want to give gou
& chauce, the very best possible chamce, and if you deem it 'umaoessa.ry
for you to have some such birds, it is gquite all right to me.

I shall now begin the season with 45 pairs, all told, and that shows
you how stern I have been when making my seiection at the eand of the season.
Hoping to hear some good news from jou soon, and with kindest regards

I remain, dera Sir, Yours very sincerely,



TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

DR TIND. TAILLEURS VERVIERS, LE .. .. 3rd. January. . 1923 .
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Mr. Lee X. . FORD ‘ Great Fallg

ﬁcar sir,

I beg to confirm uy previous letter
relating to the shipment of birds both from my loft and from my frieands’
I suppose that by the time of writing, same are about to reach
you ard I shall be truly delighted to hear from you about same as soon
as possible, trusting that you will be pleased with that consignment and
that you will, for that reason, excuse the liberty I have taken to send
you those birds.
As T t0ld you in due time, I have now paid off all expenses relating
to that shipment, and I beg to submit same to you herebelow, trusting
that you will fimd that account quite in order.
I suppose that the painting will shortly arrive now, dut there has
been much delay in ships reaching Antwerp cn account of fogzgy weather
and diffieult navigation. As soon as it arrives T shalll let you know
and T expect it will be most bealtiful, although there still is some
mystery about the way you have managod to have that bird painted which
you never saw in the flesh.
You must indeed. have spotted THR Painter.
I at the sameé time wieh o send you my heartiest greetings for the
New Year, with all’my best wishes for your future happiness and prosperity
as well as all success in the Pigeon sport.
I beg to remain, dear M. Ford,
: Yours most sincerely,

1
Expenses:
Preignt from Antwerp tc Postcn
~including cares and attendance frs. 4%20.30
Garriage from Verviers to Autwerp 22.90
Veterinary certificate 5.50
Baskets and troughs - I100. -

Consul's fee for invoice €0.- .

k/“l
{

Total Frs. 609.20 2
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R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS "
ERVIERS, LE. . I&h. Jmun.ry 1923 .

VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My. Lee. M. FORD
I Grea lls

My dear Mr. Ford,
I suppose you will have hegprd from Mr.
Gibsor, ere this reaches you, that owing to a dockers' strike at Antwepp,
the s/s would be sailing laeter than was expected.
Work has been resumed however,” and the boat will leave scmetime next
week. ‘ -

Being getting the birds ready, I notice that the hen 40732 has some-
-thing wrong with & wing, probably has she been strﬂu& by another bird.

As it camnot be very serious’ and as I also want to show you that th®
is not an excuse, I am sending her along as ske,is; ﬁut, as I also want you
to be thoroughly satisfied witﬁ my consignment, I have added another bird,
omne of my favourite hens, blue, ring band II58522, whose father is my
I91I% littéa Vierzon. ;

This hen should be mated with the Vierzon %0779.
T doudt mot that you will be perfectly pleased with the five birds,
~as I expect 40732 to be quite herself again before reaching you, and hoping
to hear from you as soom &s you have seen the birds, I beg to remain,
dear Mr. Ford,
3 - Yours jout sincerely,

A
¢/ f‘\ _é;‘-)

G



TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS

VERVIERS, LE._ ... January I6th. I923
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My, Lee M. T ORD
Great 1ls

Dear Mr., Pord,

I beg to confirm my previous 1ettelr, and
as I expetted at the time of writing same, the painting of Bon Bleu was
reaching Antwerp, and I got same through the Customs last week-end.

Well, all I can say is that it is utter perfection, and I do not
even attempt at thanking you adequately for that beautiful present; I can
but simply thank you, most heartily, for I could not express my delight.

Had the bird been sitting for the artist, it could not have been any
better, and while congratulating Mr. Paget on that master-piece, you -may
add that he is by far a lot better than any artist in that line whiech we
may have in this country.... mﬁd we thought we had a few good ones.

Again, many thanks and bg sure tha.f I shall seize with pleasure the
first opportunity that offers itself to send you a young bird which I

A\

i that painting.

shall breed this next season for you espvecially, and may it be as good as
I trust that my consigrment of early December duly got through and was

g § réforwarded by Mr. Gibson, and I shall be most pleased to hear from you
ﬁ' N at your earliest convenience.

As a wager, I had to exhibit at Xmas at the Indépendante, a very

] I'.&' important Liége Club, five birds, ~nd I won the Excellency prize, along
\%@ with Ist., 2nd., ¥th., and I2th. prizes, while my opponent secures dbut
O :

Vts 2Ist. prize with his best bird....... There were some 800 birds competing



TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS VERVIERS, LE ....Z-ISt---. ___r.brmry__ 1“23
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 885

¥r. Lee M. FPORD Great Talls

Deay Mr. Ford,

Very many thanks for your letters dated 22nd.
ult. and Tst. inst. -which I find on my retwn from a month's holiday in
the South of France, and I make haste to give you the particulars requested.

. the first place, I must tell you that what you give me as your
ideas with regards mating Jjust shows that you are not the first-comer in
the fancy, and thet you have the very right way to deal with birds.

Teually, I myself mate the birds on or about the Ist. of March, am our
first races take place at the very beginning of May., but for the longer
races, chich generally take place later in the season, mating about Marcy
I5th. or 20th. i= certainly better.

The time of separation is quite good to00, you might even let the
sexes together t111 Oct. IS5th. but now again there is a question of climate

- which neither you now I could Jjudge, so distant are we from one another.

The training which you put-the youngsters through is perfection; I
am muckh more severe because I have much less patience than you acemz to me
to have, but I admit quite frankly that I find your system a lot better
than my own. :

Tor yearlings, be a little more severe though, starting them at 6%
miles, or thereabout, then 20 miles, then 38miles, and so on till 225 or
250 miles ,maximun. & p : :

That is the way I treat them, and you have one instance of it with
the Vierzon who won that National.race as a yearling .

With two yeamrs' old birdsy you may face whatever distance you may
fancy, and properly trained birds will get through, providing the weather
give them a sporting chance. _ . :

Re flying them ohne hour morning amd evening is exactly mpm system too.

In I920. Angouléme has ione through the following stages: 6% miles,
I9 miles, 38 miles, 57 miles, II5 miles, Then he was raced to Paris, 200
miles, then 232 miles, to be followed by a race at 280 miles, and another
at 3I5 miles, and them to Angouleme, 450 miles, :

He came every time well up in the prize list, till he won the longes!
rage. When prize racing, put them on the road usually every fortnight, so
as to give them some IO dgys 'rest after they have come home before basket-
ing them again.

Gigot i= a newspaper man rather than a connoisseur, the proof of
the pudding is in the eating. Why has he got no good birds?, According to
what you show me you are doing with your birds, you are most decidedly
a better connoisseur than he. An advice: never do take what the papers
say as Gospel; for ¢ne thing they never agree with one another. Well, I
say what id good, is good , whoever says so. There is but one truth, saven
with regards pigeons. :

For breeding, 1t 1= up to the fancier himself to lnow what should
be done, but one rule that always apply is not to take as breeders birds
which are known to have faults.
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Alwave choose birds well proportionned according to their size, and
that is how you will get at good breeders, as well among small as among
bigeer birds. v .

Por the eye, always search for alert, brilliant eyes, the eoclour
of same has no importance, dlthough I rather prefer dark or very red eyes,
without making a rule of 1it.

With regards the tail, I prefer a short one, and as narrow as possible.

As ideal types of breeders, I think it would be hard to find better
ones than the Tache and the dark hen off Bon Bleu.

Those are perfect types, in every respects, and although I mas glad to
let you have them, I regret them every day and we always speak of them
wi&?.mw friends. I have two of their youngsters who have done wonderfully
well,

It is ever so much more difficult to have good breeders than good
racers; often good racers are not gond breeders, but the product of their
offspring is generally good. Thum it 1s that, if you want te reproduce the
bird whickh you most like, it is out of that very bird's daughter that you
will most likely get 1t again.

Cnce again I tell you that the Tache and the dark hen are ideals of

breeders.
)gf Y have always practised inbreeding, always of course as far as

~~ possible as relatives, although nephews and aunts together , for example,
’ o not 4o badly at all, Very seldom have I tried another blood, for it 1is
a double-edged weapon, and before taking such risks I must know thoroughly
what that other strain is worth . I must then see what that cross-breeding
produces, trying those produces and even their offspring before introducing
the b1odd in my lofts for good. I am exceedingly particular about that.
T would advise you not to do it before you be absolutely bound to,
that is when you see that your strain degenerates by too much inbreeding.
T must say that my streain produces excellently under inbreeding circum-
-stances, but all strains are not alike and some degenerate very rapid%;{//
Re your letter of the Ist. inst. 3, /[
40779 is my famous Vierzon, I9I8 blue bird, son of my Fred, at the same
time famous as breeder and as racer which seldom hhppens as I have told you.
His mother is a dark hep, 2617Y/13, daughetr of my famous mealy.
Blue hen 302738 is a ter of my Cigarette, 2%955/18. himself a
brother of my Angouleme 1920 and famous racer also,
Her mother 1= & blue hen, ¥IZN25/2T, daughtsr of my Angouleme I920.
0732 blue hen comes off an excellent blue cock which I has the misfor-
-tune to lose at a disaster , named Bidet,; she is an extra breeder too.
VB5T6037 dark cockis son of my Angouleme I920, also named the Favourite,
and his mother is a grand-daughter of my Vierzon I9IY.
JIT58522 blue hen comes off a son of my Vierzon I9I4. This fZather was a
magnificent blue of I9Y5, bird absolutely beautiful and extra racer too.
I feel certain that, mated to #0779, they will give you something
xuperexcellent.
Do not lose sight of this; that I sent you that extra hen as, Jjust at
the time of shipping, I saw that hen %0732 had something wrong with one of
- her wings, which I could have put straight had I had time to nurse her for
but a few days. Yet, as I did not know whether or not she could bear the
strain of the Jjourney well, and wanting above all else to give you full
satisfaction, I sent also 1153522 in her stead. Tver so much better if,
when she reaches you, 40732 is quite all right again; thus you would then
have two hens for 0779 out of which to breed. No one of my friends would
believe that T had sold you that #0779, and they teased me saying that I
surely was hard up for money. That is the way I have treated you.
The matings which you suggest could not, I think, be better thought
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out, and as you have a hen too many, should %0732 be quite well again, then
vou could not do better than mating that extra hen with a son of the Tache

or of the Noyon. I feel certain that you will select the cock as well as I

could do it myself if they were here.

That is what you also should do next yesr, or perhaps even end of this
year, with the last-sent birds, Mated to birds which are free at your place
after you have kept them for a time prisomeers in a cage from which they
could view the neighbourhood, it is very likely that you will break them
without loosing any.

Re the choice of birds which I had rather thoughtlessly offered you,
what you tell me with regards to Mr. .Gibson is quite right, but it never
occured to me before that you would have to sell most of them. TFor one
thing, M. Gibson does not sell any of my birds now, probably as people do
£ind his price, I00 dollars, too high. I could do no less, as I am not
prepaired to send across birds wich I would know are not worth theinr salt.

We hod better drop that matter altogether, as moreober I am always
short of birds, and every year Mr. Fred Shaw inds that he has too few '

of them when he takes my surplus

I have taken leave to give your name as a reference to a Senior
Enrique Castaneda, of Havana, who wrote me this week for birds. I do not
know him of course, neither the price he would be paying for birds. I have
t0ld him that T could let him have birds as from IO0 dollars per pair,
which is Mr. CGibson price, upwards, according to what hewould pay. I told
him also that you had had birds for three yedas and had paid as much as
350 dollars per pair, and that I felt sure he would hear from you what you
thought about my birds and their price if he cared to ask you. I trust I

have not trespassed on your kindness.
T am very anxious to hear from you about the birds sent last month,

and what you think of them, hoping that they have now reached you in the

best possible conditions.
Wishing you 811 success for the season, I beg to remain,

Dear Mr. Tord,
Yours most aincercly,

h PRI § L. URNAY
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TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS VERVIERS, LE !‘%h. 't’ormry 1923
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Dear Mr. ’Ord:

I beg to confirm my letter of this week, and
I haye to-day heard from Mr. Gibson that the birds had arrived and had
veen re-forwarded to you.

But he also tells me that cock 40779 was off conditiens when he got
the consignment, and although he does not tell me what was really the
matter with that bird, I am horribly sorry to hear the bad plece of news.

When he was sent on, he was the most magnificent bird I ever had
handled, and seldon, if ever, was I so sorry to part with a bird as I was
with this particular one.

However I do trust that a few days' good rest and cares, and these I
know he will receive at your handg, will do the trick and that I shall
soon hear from you that he is himself again.

As I have told you several times already, that bird is AI in all
respects; you have had the proof of one of his performances when I sent
you the prize-list of the National race, and as breeder he has given me &
sen who won me the Cup last season for the Liege Provincial race, and that
blue son of his is up to now the bird I am the most confident in for the
next season. I feel absolutely certain thet he is going to do marvels if
nothing wrong haprens to him.

40779's fether was also & bl ue, and thue it is very likely that
your bird will give you other blues.

He is perfection itsel?, and my most anxious hope is that he will
unmpletely recovery for no one can afford to lose such birds, as it 1s so-
seldom ore can succeed in breeding birds of that accomplishment.

40732 hen has, of course, felt the strain of the leng Jjourney, as
she was already noy too well when she left. I do not mow whether after
that strain she will recover,tand to a certain extent I feel sorry that I
did not risk to withhold her and nurse her here. However you have another
one to replace her, even though she would die, but it would of course be
better yet if you could keep both.

Re aceount, I have paid Mr. Glbson's commission on your last purchase,
g0 you owe him nothing in that respect, except your share of the forwarding
expenses, which I expect he will have let you kunow about.

Awaiting your report as soon as poasible, and with all kindest
regards, believe me, dear Mr. Foxd,

Ever yours mos® since&eLy,
rouvld R QGULRN




TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS

VERVIERS, Le....19%th. March I923
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

e

Mr. Lee . FORD Great Falls

Deay Mr. Ford,

I have duly received your last letter
and must make haste to say that you had alrea,dy spoken to me in a previous
issue about the objection against your purchasing a certain number of my
birds at the end of the season, owing to the competition you would have
to come against Mr. Glbson, and I answered to that that it was quite true
and that we had better 1eave it at that. -

Of course, owing to the heavy expenses incurred through advertéwsing
my strain, I cannot contemplate d_.oing avay with Mr. Gibson's services,
but of course if he were to give 1t up , I surely would think of your
offer, for which I thank you very sincerely,

T have been ever so.sorry to hear about the bad land- journey the
birds have had to bear, and I cannoet understand how Mr. Gibson has been
8o careless about it.

I regret it the more on account of 40779, as I was already so sorry
to have soli it, as he has all virtue® required in a super-bird.

As to0ld already, such birds, good for reacing and good for breeding,
as most raee, and so hard to breed than one does not like to part with
them when one has the'luck to get one.

As for hen 40732 which was mated to Vierzon, the pair are psrents of
my blue cock II58500/20 winner of the Cup of the Province of Liége last
year. Just before sending her off, I noticed that she had been hurt in
the wing, and at once I nursed her with iodine, which is the best treatmernt
in such a"case. Had I had a Week or so before me to nusse her, I feel cer-
-tadn I could have cured her thoroughly.

Unfortuwnately, T had to send her off, as I did mot 1like the ides that

you might believe that I wanted to keep her after I had offered her to you
a.nd because she was unwell, I replaced her by I153522, also a Ist. class
hen.

If you could cure %0732, you should mate her to Vierzon. Waat would
be very good would be to give her some aspirin. You take one of those
aspirins, cut it in fours and give ane fourth at a time, another one hour
after, and so on with the four fourths at one hour's interval, and you
keep the bird near the fire in a bvasket, and keep an eye on her so that
you would know if she were to disgorge same.

I had evidently administered her some iodine on the poorly part,
which is essential in such cases.

T am sending the pedigrees by same pozt.

With kindest regards,
Yours very aincerely,

(T ‘f*% ;.i& '-.ai‘u. A5 EN

Wéffb

"’%’7



TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS -
o Verviers, te. 218t . April 1623
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

S —

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

———p

My dear Mr. ¥ord,

T beg to acknowledge the receipt of
yours esteemed lettres dated 9th., and I4th. ult. , alse your cheque for
fres, 7500 in settlement of agcount, for which I beg to thank you very
gsincerely. -

Re your matings, T might think that Cigarette's daughter is rather
swall a bird for Noyon. To my mind you would flo well teo get a pair of
youngsters off that hen with Ia Tache. After that, not forget to re-mate
La Tache with his o0ld hen, the bronze hen, sister of the Favorite whom he
was with when they were here.

Off that pair, I have two youngsters unequalled, but true, that hen
may be mated to any cock and is sure to produce something fine.

You miglt also pair her to the 38th. prize Angoul®de, whom I called
the Téléphone, and T feel certain that they would produce something extra.

My cock ¥red is also the father of the famous Petit Vierzon whiahiou
have, ¥r. 40779. - ;

- With regards to the hen whimh I sent Jjust to show you that she wns
really not in order with her wing, I would not bother with her and wonlA
%111 her. To my mind, it always is doubtful to get anything out of LirZe
walch are not AI, ; :

About the late bred young cock off Angoul®me 1920, there is nothing
better as stock, but I would not say as much about his appearance. Ye was
rather narrow in the ghest, but I think that, while agidng, he will develop

At any rate, télre is nothing better than that bird as far as
blood is concerned. WL

Re your friend, Mr, Van de Putte, I will tell you guite frankly that
T do not like to bother with such missions. Sad to say, there is too much
dishonesty in bird-dealers, a I would rather have nothing to do with them

However, if 1t be a matter of pleasing you, I would do my best for
him, and in that case let me have as much information as possible about
what he wants. I shall act Just as though it were for myself,

I have heard from Mr. Gibson that he wanted to kmow your price for
the five last-sent birds for a Mr. Curtis, and that you refused to sell
them. T am glad you did refuse, and you certainly acted wisely in that
respect, for they are extra birds, and it is not so easy to get such fine
specimens. :

Re your inteantion of buying others birds by the end of this senson,
Just remind me of it in due course, and I shall see whether I have zot
anything suitable for you.

The bird 40730 ies indeed the son of my famous Wred, ring 26165/12.

Very many thanks for your recommendation to that gemtleman in Havaaa

from whom I have not heard since, howeven.

‘With kindest regards and best wishes for the coming season, I beg
to remain,

dear Mr. Ford,

Yours very sincerely

Rle ¥




Charles F. Hoser, President Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.
Norristown, Pa. Westwood, Mass.

HEAMERICAN
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

Samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary API'1125!1923!92
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass.

Dear lir, Ford:

Your letter of the 20th received. I had the same experience on
Gurnays, all inquiries were for steck birds, and few as yet have sent in
for youngsters, While I make a price of %50,00 for squeakers, if erders 4
are net sent in until the late Fall I increase that price, That is the
time you probably will get many calls fer Gurnays,

We have had another leng celd Spring and the men whe started te
train three weeks ago haye been getting hard knecks aleng the line, I have
only had my birds in basket 4 times as yet and ene more tess will finish
them up for the 80 mile race next Sunday, That race is abeut twe weeks
too early, No leaves on the trees as yet and grassm enly turning green,

Leok for pretty goed results in races this year, All clubs here fly Cencourse
and as there are about 250 members we are geing te have seme big racess

The ilidland race is looming up big, but as 1t is a new course for
many sectiens, I do mol expect there will be as large entries as there will ERp-
be in 1924, If I can get birds off in goed shape se that the lesses will be
at a minimum, then it will ge ever big another year,

By the way did you forget me em these shipping expenses en the
last birds frem lir, Gurnay, As I sent him the full ameumt he paid eut as
soon as I get his account, I would appreciate your check for #20,00 at your
earliest convenience, 5 g

Wishing yeu success bothuén.breeding and en the road I remain,

Sincerely yeo » s
27/

’ 5 N - F- ' ,_--.: / ]
/ Ckﬁ{é&r&ﬁ% __...;;;%rf.,.,;./,...
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Charles F. Hoser, -President 1 = '« 'Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.
Norristown, Pa. z Westwood, Mass,

THE AMERICAN
RACING PIGEON CLUB

Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass,

samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary ... duly 38, 1923 192
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Mr., Ferd:

Just a line te let yeu kmew I haye semt erders ever te Mr. Gurnray fer
five pair ef his ewm breeding, 30 r of Gurnay strain bred by his friend
ir, L, Bedy, whe lir, Gurnay calls the Champien ef Liege and ten pair ef
Dardennes,

In his letter te me lir. Gurnay says yeu were cemtemplating gettinm
a few birds frem him again this year, If yeu haye decided te de se it mig
be well te advise him witheut delay te ship with birds I have erdered, as I
an askingthat they be semt me at the earliest pessible menemt,

Hew have yeu birds deme fer you this year amnd hew are yeur yeung=
sters n:sorn:l.l\:;j alo:f. I have the fimest let eof birds I have ever raised,
Have started 62 them en the read frem which I will select my race tean,
but belieye me it is geing te be a jeb te out dem, I did met intend te start
ever 30 at the mest but when it cane te make a selectien it was beyend my
z;wara so started the whele let and will tr{ and out dewn by the perfermance

ey put up in training, Up te the presemt that has shewn mething as they all
are coming geed,

Had a fairly geed eld bird seasem, Didm met de a let ef winmimg but
the birds I semt threugh te the end did exceptiemally well, Yeu may recall
the silver Wegge ceck I seld yeu frem left ef Dr. Van England, I flew a twe
gear old som eof his and he mever missed the cleck being my first er secend bird
every time he was raced,- He was my first bird frem the Natiemal Midland race.I
sent five birds te this race and get feur altheugh it preved te be a smash te
many lefts, I had a Pure Gits exceptienally well fer me alse as a three year
old, He made 400 in day then 50D in day then came threugh the Midland smash,
this en three Sundays in successien,

The Dardemne bloed is alse begimmimg te shew its werth here and it
virtually won the average speed ef the United Cenceurse ef lMass. fer Hewlett,
At 200 his first bird was a Dardenne and his first peel bird was alse.a
Dardemme again at the 300 his first bird was a Dardemne, he get secemnd in
race 3 birds jumping all ether birds half an heur, and again at 500 in da
his first bird was a Dardemne. It was yearlimg Dardemnes that did the werk fer
him,

Have been trying te find an avemue threugh which te secure Bastin birds
but it loeks hepeless,

With best regards I remain,

Sincerely ﬁreurs,

%
S



TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS
VERVIERS, e 3rd. August 1923
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My dear Mr. Ferd,

I beg to confirm my previous lettre to
which I have received ne amswer as yet.

I feel I must again recommend you net to forget to mate La Tache with
his old hen; as already told you, I got from them, in the spring I92I, a
young cock whieh, as a yearling, flew 9 races and won 9 finef positions &m
the prizes lisss, with a total prize money of between 40 and 50.000 franes.

This year again, it has distinguished itself among the fiercest competi-
-tien, among whieh three times first prize, winning a small fortume.

In the fall I92I, I had again bred a youngster of the same parents.

Having not dropped a single flight, I trained him last year but up to
40 miles, and this season I have had him racing four races.

. First rase, he comes 2nd. in the list; seeond race 3rd.; third race,
provincial with high competition, first prize with a geod advance. On the
fourth race I lost him; it was a terrible disaster for all concerned, I
do net think we ever experienced sueh nasty weather as on that day.

His broether won 20000 francs with the 4¥2nd. prize at a provineial
race, which shows you that the race was absolutely irregular. A fortnight
ifterwards, I sent the same bird again for a provincial race where he wins
Ist. position with some advance.

That Tache and his mate are priceless birds as breeders, and I am sure
your exverience will be as good as mne with their produce.

I suppose you still have the prize-list which sent you of the Vierzon
race in Brussels, I920, and you will have noticedthat I won first and 2nd.
prizes., I seld you the winner, and kept the second prize -winner whish is
now 5 years old, and never has missed his prize in all the races he was
sent to up to now. ' -

I am now disposed to sell™him, also a few others, and as I promised to
give you the first eption, I am sending you particulars of those birds

If you will kindly go threugh that list, and let me know whether
you are dispesed to purchaseW any this seasen, I should be very much
ebliged. Mr. Curtis, who wanted teo buy the last birds I sent you, wants
now to buy a few, and I am sending & copy of the list of birds te Mr.Gibson
for that purpese, telling him that you have the first choice, and that, if
you decide to purchase any, you will also let knmow which birds at ence
8o that he may strike them off the list and offer the others to M. Curtis.

Thus, when you have made up your mind, kindly let me kndw at enee and
also communiecate your decisien to Mr. Gibson.

By the way, do noet trouble if your youngsters sometimes come with more
white feathers than is usual with the parents; it is the return of the old
standard, and I myself have had three such birds whieh have proved extra
macers and are beautiful in all respects.

With kindest regesds, and hoping you had & nice racing season too, I

remain, dear Sir,
Yours very sincerely,

o
wh



R. GURNAY (Suite)
LIST of BIRDS for SALE

—_—

Dark 4I18338/2I, sen of my famous bird called Léon.

As a yearling, won 5 prizes, two at the top of the list: this year
also 5 prizes, three well ahead of the list, among whieh the 3rd. prize
Chateaudun last Sunday, ameng 5 birds whieh scored togather the 5 first

prizes (425 kilos. )
Next Sunday he has to come back from Orléans, where I have sent him

ahd staked him for 700 franes.

Price: IS0 dellars. j zljgﬁg;s hsn)

Y Dark 26965/18, the bird that wem the 2nd. prize National race Vierzon when
your Vierzon won first, the twe being together. He is thus 5 years old, but
has never missed a prize in all races where he was sent, as well in shert
distances than up te 900 kiles.

In 1922, he won above 20000 francs prize money.
Price: 275 dollars. with the hen.

\/ Mealy IISS#TM/!O,’oilled the Good Mealy, unbeatable as a youngster and as
a yvearling. When two years old, he missed the two first races, but made
good in winning three prizes well ahead in three subsequent races. This
year, has not been raced, by fear of leosing him owing to continual bad
weather and need of breeders. Excellent breeder, beautiful bird, sen of
my famous breeder called the 0ld Mealy. Bird to be recommended, extra.
Price: 250 dollars, with the hen.

I4/I3. Raced enly up to outbreak of war in 1914, when he won several
prizes. Perhaps a little old, but an extraordinary breeder, and I can
vouch that he never misses one single couvey.
All fanciers are in leve with that bird, se beautiful is he.
Price: 275 dollars with the hen
I158470/20, sen of Teléphone, Which was sold last year.
Has won me several prizes each year.

Price: IS0 dollars with the he
k18302/21, blue with white fliiﬁfa, IEceeEIEeg beautiful type.As I wante d
to keep him, I raced him only this season, and after missing onece, has came

in each time about the middle of the l4dt. I judge him as a breeder more
than a racer. He is sen of your Vierzon, and thoroughly to be recommended.
Price:200 dellarstwith the hen.
Dark 9590/19, ealled my Derby: bird of great beauty, winner of all exhibi-
-tiens, where he has ne match. Excellent breeder.

Price: 275 dollars th the hen
417528/22 Bronze, son of the IXceE§enoy whnieh Wr. Shaw had, as a gift, for
3000 franes. Most beautiful bird, but, although he has won several prizes

at races frem 300 to 400 kiles, I judge him better for long races

Price:I150 dollars with the hen
24941/19, ealled Disaster, dark o%oqra. Prother of Téléphone, excellent
racer and breeder ; is not quite well Jjust noew, but will be all right in
a few days. Prioe:ggg dollars with the hen.
A !6161/18, dark cheqrd. nest-mate of my famous Favourite. Has raced but in
' I9I9 and did very well, but I stepped him at once seeing that he was tooe
geod a breeder for risking him in the races. Have this year bred from him

three splendid youngsters, real promising champénms.
Price: 275 dollars with the hen.




TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS
VERVIERS, LE....29th . August 1923
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Dear Mr. Ford,

I beg to eonfirm my previous letter in
which Iswas offering you, of eourse should you want to buy any birds this
fall, a few of the birds whieh I could part with.

I trust that I shall hear from you about this soom, as I must get
ready for the shipment of birds whieh I have to nake, next month probably,
to Mr. Gibson.

We have just closdd the racing campaign of I923, and I am glad to be
in a positiom to let you kmow that I am again, and by far , the greatest
winner for Verviers and Liége.

In 211, I engaged 47 birds out of this town, and won MI prizes, many
firsts and vractically all the others well ahead of the lists.

This season was, however, ome of the worst I have experienced; when
T started, I had 30 racers, aged between one and 5 years, and I have lost
nine; wmhappilly four of the very best were vietims of the poor weather,
my Cigarette, my Favourite, My good little blue, and a brother of my good
Dark. which I started this year as a two year old bird anc¢ which was doing
marvels. It was a som of your Tache with his mate, sister of Favourite.

I do hope and trust that you also are pleasdd with your resilts, for
I have heard mothing fram you for quite a lomg time.

Sending baskets to Mr. Gibsom, I have joined to that econsignment two
new elocks, ome for you and one for him, which I am pleased to submit to
you.

The price must be somewhere about 400 franes loeo;I shall know exactluy
in a few days and let you know defimnitely. :

I really believe this eloek shall be The ecloek in the future, in spite
or perhaps because of its simplieity, and the impossibility to fraud with
it, by what I am told.

I wish you would look at it and have it presented to your elubs as I
do think they all could appreciate a good clock at a decent price.

You will receive in a few days, along with the exact priee, the
prospectus telling of its qualities, and new dials and boxes .for timing-in
the rings.

Should the article interest you or your elubs, &#pplicatiomn might be
made direet to the makers whose address is on the prospectus.

Awaiting your news most impatiently, I beg to remain,

Dear Mr. Ford,
Yours very sincerely,

4 /’?M‘;" ~

ol B2
7
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TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY

FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS
VERVIERS, LE_..Bth, Sept. I923. .
VERVIERS : 61, Rue aux Laines

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Mr. Lee M. F ORD Great Falls

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of
your last letter, also of the magnifieent photos whieh you sent me, and
for whiech I am mueh obliged.

Your country is a perfect dream, and I was very glad to have an
idea of i1t. Those photos will be framed and will adorn my smoking-room
most beautifully.

ndeed, Mr. Shaw, contrary to a'l expectatioms, did not do so well
with the lomg distamnce races. Same as here, they have had awful weather,
rain and fog, and they have lost many a good bird. In faect I do not remem-
-ber a season as bad as the last for good birds, for most of the best
positions were won by unknown fanciers with unknown birds, while we lost
very heavily..

With regards the pair of the best youngsters which I could let you
have this season, I could not really tell you anything before the birds
be thoroughly moulted, which is the main think, of course

I shall report about if as soon as possbdle.

I suppose you have found mothing that cight interest you in the list
whieh I sent you some time ago, as I have had no amswer to that letter as
yet . :

I must congratulate you on your nice results this season; yet I
should have thought that you would have got right at the top of the list
each time. ; '
The results obtained with your yearling that flew the long race

are simply marvellous, but at that tender age, it is too much really ,
while once they are two yez®s old, there is.nothing too hard when they
are fit, and of course with a regular race.

Do keep that advice and make the best of it.

T should like to know what bird that is that wom that lomg race, and
which are his parents. :

With renewed thanks and kindest reggrdd, I beg to remain,

Dear Sir, ‘
Yours ver. -y sincerely,

o i e
e
=




TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS
VERVIERS VERVIERS, ce..2T7th. Sept. 1923

61, Rue aux Laines
e

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

Dear Mr. Ford,

I am duly in receipt of your esteemed
favour, the contents of whiech have made me happy beyond words.

Heaps of thanks for the life-size picture of Bon blue, whieh you tell
me you will be sending soon: I shall eertainly like it and it will serve
as a reminder of a good friend across the ses.

As for the pair of youngsters which you are so kind to offer me, I
value your offer very much indeed and am as thankful for it as though I
really were in needs of good birds, for I know they would be good birds.

However 1 am glad to be in a position to say that six yearlings which
I put this season on the road have dome so well that they have helped me
forget the 0ld champidns which I lost.

Thus D have closed the season with mueh gains, beside being again
the champion with the greatest number. of prizes, also with first, my
two first, and my three first denominations.

In Liége, for the 7 great Natiomnaléd races, I sent in all 2I birds,
won I9 prizes, among which three times the first position in three differen
races.

Re the special hen, or the pair of extra youngsters which you want, I
have been looking at the thing very closely iandeed, but as the birds are
still in the moult, I eamnot decide what to do yet.

' In November, I shall be shipping birds to Mr. Gibson and I want you
to let me join to that shipment Jjust what I shall select for you, bearing
in mind what you want, and I know that you will be delighted with my choice
for you. I perfeetly kmow what you want, and I am certaim I shall satisfy
you when the moult is over.

Just as in the past, I wnt to let you have what is best, but it
is getting harder every time } seeing that you already have such a beautiful
colony of my strain.

If you have succeeded your breeding, as I believe you have, you must
be much better off than most fanciers even here in Belgium, and without
boasting, I should pretend to take ome of the leading places herc in the
fanecy with but what you got from me and their breed.

One thing you are sure of is that your birds are thorough—brod, and
that is getting scarce evem here.

I wonder if you did race the young pied which you told me you did
not faney because of his colour? I raced ome similar this season, 9 races,
9 prizes, three firsts, and some %0000 framncs winnimgs........I do mot
think his colour interfered mueh with his racing, did it?

And la Tache's father and brother were pied too.

With kindest rcgards, believe me, dosa My, Ford,
Ever yours very sinsoroly,

P.S. Mr., Gibson's friends also complain of the severe losses they have
sustained and I wonder wehher it was also due to hawks., It also is a



R. GURNAY (Suite) du 27/9/23 & Mr. Ford

——

plague here and our elubs grant premiums to the people who destroy such

birds and their nests.
It is elear to understand that it almost always is the bdst birds that

are their victims, They race ahead of the bulk and get caught, and the
less good birds cmming later manage to escape while the prey-birds are

devouring their vietims.
Here in Belgium theye are traps even on the telegraph-poles.

=

Mr. Dauvister wants to thak you very sincerely for the pictures sent
and which he duly received. They are very interesting indeed.

criafe -
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R. GURNAY
FOURNITURES POUR TAILLEURS Vemviers, e Tth. Decemoer I923.
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines

e —

TELEPHONE 1192

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

My dear. ¥Mr. Ford,

I beg to acknowldge the receipt of your
favour if the Ifth. October and must really congratulate you most sincere
ly on your magnificent successes in the races.

Tt must indeed be admitted that you did exceedingly wel!l under the
eircumstances, for I suppose that the competition was as keen as could be
: Mr. Fred Shaw has, 1qbpite of all, also managed a nice season, but
wfortunately whe long distance race has been a disaster and he there los
several of his best birds. Yad it not been for that disaster, he would
have won the Cup this season toc; Herewith I include part of one of his
letters to me.It is a superb result, and to be 5 times first in ten races
in a strong club is really A& success,.

I too did very well, in spite of my losses on the fourth Sunday,

- when I left 4 of my best birds which never turned up again. Fdrtunately I
have started 5 yearlings which have done exceedingly well, and I daresay
that that will often happen when one has got the strain to fall back on.

I have a yearling bronze with white flights and white feathers on
the head, off a grand-son of Vierzon, which has been in 9 races and each
time got the big pools; three times he was Ist,

T am sending you the local paper wherein you will see that I have
again obtained the best results with my two and three first denominations
and the greatest number of prizes. I missed the best result with my first
denomination because of the lost birds. Further, my friends at the head
of affairs at the club had reguested me not to play with my best birds he
as I would de too much harm to thelr organization, the other fanciers '
refusing to enter birds against mine.

In a club here,compet{tor of ours, where we were nowever allowed
this year to enter birds, I engaged 22 for 7 reces, and won 19 prizes
ahead of the lists, among which three firsts, the result 1s that next
year we shall not be admitted.

T Liége, for the 6 provincial races, I engaged 2I birds and won I8
prizes ahead of the lists, with three firsts also. 1

last year I had been induced to sell too many birds, and as a result
T had to carry on my season this year for too few birds.

Re your bird that won the Y467 mile race, which is a performance
indeed, you may be sure that, given a thorough moult, he will reserve a
few nice surprises for yvou next season; should he seem unwilling to do hi
work, however, I should not force him if I were you, and when three ysars
01d, he will be unbeatable. T hold that, given good training end when in
good order, there are no distances that a good strain bird will not cover

Could you not manage to know whojy in your country, has commissionne
somebody here to purchase for him 6 pirs of birds from a fancier called
1. Bastin, for 2000 dollars? If that fancier were in your viecinity, you
may challenge his Bastin birds against mine which you have bred for any
sun you may wish to name: I am desirous to take up the challenge, for you
may rest assured that, with my birds, you have got the best straln that

" exists in Belgium . If there are exhibitions, you may also participate and
be sure that you will get the prizes too. -




R. GURNAY (Suite) +o Mr. Lee M. Ford 7/12/23

———

From Buenos-Aires I have received the enclosed letter which I want you
to peruse, about the winning=s in the pen of the youggster off my birds.

As, some time ago, you had requested me to try and get some Wegge
birds for 2 friend of yours, I nave had two real opportunities with two
good friends of mine, who are both the victors in their respective clubs,
and both have achieved their successes with my strain paired to Wegge
birds.

One of them, Mr. Pimmin Devroye of Tirlemont, had I8 birds to dispose
of; the other, Mr. Theo Demeuront, prrprietor of the Club house of Weremme
where he iz champion in a very strong club, had I?2 birds to spare.

As both these gentlemend wanted to sell their birds abroad, so as not
toc have to settle them and not come across their own strains later as
compet.itors, they asked me if I could not manage to sell the birds to one
of mg friends abroad.

I have thought that you would be pleased to get the benefit of such a
bargain, as I obtained the two lots at 20 dollars per pair, and I am sure
that you will not resent the liberty I have taken to send them to you,
seeing the strain they belong to and the beaubky of the specimens. Your$
friends will surely be delighted to have such birds at such a trifling
price, and perhaps will you find 4in the lot something that you would like
to stick to for your own breeding.

Those birds are sailing to Boston to-morrow from Antwerp and are
sent toc Mr. Gibson for being re-Torwarded to you.

Do have a good look at them before inviting your friends to ezemine
them; I feel certain you will not regret 1it.
%»-. : . Now as for your good self, T hove added to that shipmont a mate- for
Y 2a’ Tache, ring I030467-23, blue Wen, B
Her father was my Derby, who wos himaelf e son of my Excollonco
and of a blue hen, daughter of my blue cock II58560-20 called la Coupe.
She 1s, to my mind, the best possible mate for Ta Tache, and I
should be much surprised 1f you di1d not concur with.my view in the matter
Also to my taste, I have al=o sent you my best trained youngster
fjcock,blue, ringI030821-23; 1* weull have been an extra racer here if T
had kept him, and is sure to prove a good breeder indeed.
His father 1s a chequered hird, IISgNL0-20, son of Favorite; his
mot her iq% blue hen called Belle Bleuve, , ring 28954 13, daughter of my
Good 014 blue, a famous breeder.
q Then a beautiful blue hen, IN30406-23, daughter of my famous chequed
cock 2654492-21 and of a chequered hen ¥IB332-21 daughter of your Vierzon
1 Both the hens I am sending could be mated to La Tache as you fanﬂy
| it; At all events, they all three are admirable specimens which will
without the shadow of a doubt give you full satisfaction. They have never
been mated. I think that a fair price for the three would be 375 dollars,
Herein alsoc the lists of the I2 and I3 birds sent.
The detail of expenses will be forwarded in a few days. ek .as 42 Lilson
r ‘““'ﬂ ™rusting to hear favourably from you soon, I beg to remain,
Mese Dear MW, Ford,

t:f}mmi, Yours most sincerely,
,hdm'- s ’ﬂvjﬁ

P.S. I also wish to send you and ﬂil yours our best wishes for a happy
Christmas nd a propperous New year, usuin that it will bring you all
you may desire at home as well as in yfu“ -i“ess and with the birds.

A.m many happy retums to followj %

" —

i e =
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TELEGRAMMES : GURNAY - VERVIERS

R. GURNAY L
EONIRVEAES. FONS TAILLEURS : VERVIERS, LE.. T Décemmbre I923 . .
VERVIERS 61, Rue aux Laines l

TELEPHONE 1192 -

Compte Chéques Postaux 9885

List .of Birds belonging to Mr. Firmin Devroye of Tirlement (Belgium)

«I) Bronze Cock 2362-15
Comes of Mr. Gumay's loft and 1s father and grand'father of a
f great number of my birds.
?) Blue Cock 2359-1I5
Also received from Mr. Gumay and the same remark applies to him
as to number I
/ 3) Chequered Cock 7I8740-22
Strain Gurnay-Stassart
V%) Bronze cock 240979I-23
Gurmay strain
/5) Chequered cock 242524223
-/ Gurnay and Levis strains
Y 6) Bronze cock 262974%9-23
Gurnay strain

/' 7) Blue Hen I8328-I2
- Vegce strddn - Extra brester — — —
//8) Blue Hen IOMOB-I9
Wegge strain, grand breeder
-~ 9) Black hen 5I16995-20
e bred from one egg received from Mr, CGurnay
I0) Chequered Hen 438818-22 :
of f my blue Wegge cock and Leavis hen
V'IT) Bronze Hen 7I187II-22-
, Strain Gurnay
/12) Pied chequered Hen T713723-%2
Gurnay-Wegge strddn
~1%) Chequered Hen ¥5I30I3-23 Wegge-Tevis strain

" I%) Blue white flights Hen 2516033-22
received from Myr. Gurnay
v I5) Bronze Hen 254I1566-23
Gurnay Strain
V'16) Pied Hen 2400799-23
p sister of number IS
“17) Blue Hen 2616603-23
Curmay-Wegge Strain

~"18) Bronze Hew 26I66II-23 AR },: A
off number I with a Wegge hen I et @




Charles F. Hoser, President

Clarence R. Edwards, Vice-Pres.
Norristown, Pa.
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Robert W. Howlett, Secy-Treas.
Melrose, Mass.

samuel P. Gibson, Race Secretary . December 23, 1923

e 192
197 Lakeview Ave., Cambridge, Mass.

Dear lir., Ferd:

Just a line te let you lnew that your three birds frenm lir, Gurnay
arrive on steamer Babbarian due on Decenber 26th. Iir. Gurnay alse writes
that he is Porwardins some 30 ether birds that are te go ferward te you for
some of vour friends., Would appreciate it very much ifyeu would adviso me
regardins the latter as up te lir, Gurnays letter I had no infermatien that you
were expecting birds other than his ewm,

Will arrange te rest the birds and sce that they all have a chance
to got a bath and a little rests If in goed shape will forward then to yeu on
Saturday nexte

i1l alse forward you a cleck which was sent me by the manufacturer
at !r. Gurnaye request and he asks me te send ene aleng to you. It is a nice mimk
elock so far as I cad see but T think Bhe manufacturer is asking teo much when he
asks 400 Prancs and one ean secure Toulets 10 and 12 bird olecks for less money.
The present rate of duty 457 plus #2400 per clock makes these inported timers quite
expensive, still they are so far ahead of the Ameriecan timers that they are well
worth the difference in price to a fancier whe races his pirds scriously.

Wishing you the compliments of the season I renaing’

5 Sincerely 3




